Leigh Lenzmeier
Stearns County Commissioner Candidate Comments

1. Stearns County has a hiring freeze in plac@d is facing state-imposed limits on how much it caincrease
its levy. Do you have specific ideas for how to cepvith the tight financial situation? Are there areas you
would cut or shift spending?

Our current situation is nothing new. During my&er on the County Board, the state has imposgditeis on
numerous occasions. The last really severe budgetcoccurred in 2002-03. Back then we implemeataidng
freeze, reduced staff through attrition, cut backapital outlay, deferred several road and biprggects, and closed
County offices to public access on Friday afterso8ome of these options will serve as a startimg {his time.
One advantage that Stearns has over other casnigegrevious investment in technology. Thisdigsn us the
ability to work smarter and provide better serwith fewer people. Stearns County has been recagjnationally
several times for its innovation in technology.

2. The county recently updated its comprehensivdgm and is revising its land-use ordinances. Is theounty
doing a good, fair or poor job of managing growthpreserving landowners' property rights and protectng
the environment? How could it improve?

Stearns County has been extremely pro-active ressidg many of the environmental issues configtitia area. As
one of the largest and most productive agricultganties in the upper Midwest, we play a critiol in maintaining
the vitality of this important industry. Our compeasive plan emphasizes age land preservationt Groath™ in
our rural areas, improving water gquality, and totg sensitive environmental habitats. Projeath sis the Avon
Hills Initiative are examples of efforts we can dateito preserve our natural heritage while batgritie need to
accommodate a growing population. Tension betwespepy rights advocates and environmentalistsaiviliys
present challenges for County Commissioners.

3. Isthe County spending too much, not enough tine right amount on parks, trails and open space?

We have been fortunate that the County's aggrgasigeam to acquire park property and develogstrais largely
been funded by donations, and state/federal gidmed_ake Woebegone Trail and Quarry Park havélggeined
state and national recognition for their uniquéies. The expansion of Warner Lake Park and deatracquisition
of nearly 550 acres as part of the new Kramer bakieRockville Park properties will likely keep dtark staff busy
for many years to come. We hope to shift our eniplrasn park and trail acquisition to the develophd# these
properties. Again, the key to the success of auetpark system has been an active programi¢d fdback from
citizens interested in using these facilities iditlg various recreational interests groups, anddeessive approach
of the County to obtain outside funding for acqoisiand development.



